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Weather and Crops 


Temperature for the week ended August 28, as a whole 
averaged above normal in the Gulf area and Atlantic Coast 
States. In most of the Cotton Belt the week was from 2 to 5 de- 
grees warmer than normal, with maximum temperatures of 100 
degrees reported locally in the western portion. From the lower 
Ohio and lower Missouri Valleys northward there was a mod- 
erate deficiency in temperature for the week, while in the North- 
western States east of the Rockies and in a local era of the 
Southwest the averages were from 3 degrees to as much as 8 
degrees subnormal. West of the Rocky Mountains about nor- 
mal warmth prevailed, as a rule. 

Moderate to rather generous rains in much of the Ohio Val- 
ley, where moisture was needed, were beneficial for late crops, 
while showers were very helpful over much of the Southwest, 
including western Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. There was 
too much rain, however, in portions of the Atlantic Coast area, 
which caused further damage to crops on lowlands, and more 
sunshine and dry weather is generally needed. 

There was also too much rain, with locally damaging wind 
and hail storms, in the upper Mississippi Valley, particularly 
in Iowa and some adjoining States. Rain is still needed in most 
of the west Gulf area and in the Pacific Northwest, but showers 
were beneficial in the Northwestern States east of the Rocky 
Mountains, while cooler weather was helpful, especially for sugar 
beets, in central mountain districts. 
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Light to rather heavy frosts were reported from many places 
in the Northwestern States. In the extreme Southeast better 
farming conditions prevailed, with less rain and more sunshine, 
especially in Georgia and Florida, but a continuation of fair 
weather is needed. Farm work made fairly good progress quite 
generally except for considerable interruption in parts of the 
Atlantic area and the Central-Northern States, with additional 
complaints of damage to grain in shock in the latter by reason 
of continued wet weather. 


July Imports of Tomato Products 


Imports of canned tomatoes in July, while smaller than those 
in June this year, were approximately 700,000 pounds greater 
than in July last year. Imports of tomato paste declined sharp- 
ly, as compared with June, but were still well over half the im- 
ports for that month, as compared with a decrease of more than 
50 per cent during the corresponding period of last year. The 
following table gives the import figures for the first seven months 
of 1928, as compiled by the Department of Commerce. Since 
publishing the report of the imports for June, there has been a 
revision by the Department which changes the total of canned 
tomatoes imported during that month from 3,273,368 pounds 
to 3,273,618 pounds, the value being changed from $194,104 to 
$194,179. 


Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
Pounds Vaiue Pounds Value 
January 9,296,87 $494,207 1,445,927 $132,615 
February 489, 314,841 936,467 98,369 


419,685 


1,765,816 7,401,409 


666,405 2,318,696 
446,298 583,266 
243,088 384,272 
265,842 435,923 
265,362 639,099 
194,179 430,489 
169,992 273,581 


2,241,116 1,965,226 501,873 


Fiber Container Specifications 


At its meeting in Chicago last January the Conference Com- 
mittee adopted a recommendation that all contracts for the pur- 
chase of canned foods bear a notation to the effect that the con- 
tainers shall be in accordance with standard specifications in 


. 
4,836,870 271,830 1,287,965 121,256 
4,609,082 270,073 1,328,165 146,936 
2,121,632 137,696 1,168,672 113,227 
2,002,305 118,397 45,063 
747,979 
1928 
4,178,502 43,651 
2,708,707 35,025 
88,098,887 
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U. S. Food Administration Canned Foods Division Bulletin No. 
40, and that such specifications are a part of the contract. 

When this action was taken it was the understanding that 
the specifications in Bulletin 40 were in accord with the recom- 
mendations of the Special Container Committee adopted at its 
meeting in Chicago on March 31, 1926, and approved by the 
Board of Directors at its meeting on May 20, 1926. It has since 
developed that the specifications in Bulletin 40 are not in agree- 
ment with the recommendations of the Special Container Com- 
mittee. 

The recommendations of the Special Container Committee 
were formulated after careful study and conference with the 
Chairman of the Western Classification Committee. Under the 
circumstances it seems advisable for canners to follow the rec- 
ommendations of the Special Container Committee, which are 
as follows: 

“Where gross weight exceeds 35 pounds but does 
not exceed 50 pounds, Cady or Mullen test of boxes to 
be not less than 220 pounds per square inch; where 
gross weight exceeds 50 pounds but does not exceed 65 
pounds, Cady or Mullen test of boxes to be not less than 
250 pounds per square inch. 

“In purchasing boxes canners should require that 
they meet or exceed these requirements, and that pack- 
ages be so made as to hold the contents securely in place 
after the package has been properly sealed.” 

Writing to the Association in regard to the subject, Chair- 
man R. C. Fyfe of the Western Classification Committee recent- 
ly stated: 

“Carriers appreciate the efforts of the National Canners 
Association in this campaign for secure packages, and within 
the past year there have been fewer complaints on canned goods 
containers than ever before, indicating that your members are 
cooperating to the fullest extent.” 


Weekly Business Conditions 


The dollar volume of business, measured by check payments, 
was smaller during the week ended August 25 then in either 
the preceding week or the same week of 1927, according to the 
_ Weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. The whole- 
sale price index averaged ‘slightly lower than in the previous 
week but was above the level of the same week of 1927. 
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Loans and discounts by Federal Reserve member banks de- 
clined slightly from the previous week but were still higher than 
a year ago. Interest rates on time money showed no change 
from the preceding week, while call-money rates again averaged 
higher. Rates on both time and call funds were considerably 
higher than at this time a year ago. The Federal Reserve ratio 
averaged lower than in the previous week, being below the level 
of a year ago, as well. Business failures were smaller in num- 
ber, than in the previous week but showed an increase over a 
year ago. 

CAR LOADINGS 
Merch 
Period Total Miscellaneous a#C.L. Other 
Week ended August 18 386,788 
Preceding week 044,442 379,068 


Corresponding Week, 1927 .... 406,227 399,245 
Corresponding week, 1926.... 397,981 413,116 


Statistics on car loadings appearing weekly in the Informa- 
tion Letter are compiled by the Car Service Division of the 
American Railway Association. The complete figures divide 
the freight into eight classes—grain and grain products, live 


stock, coal, coke, forest products, ore, merchandise L.C.L., and 
miscellaneous. In the Letter, separate figures are given for only 
merchandise L.C.L. and miscellaneous, these two being selected 
as indicating the freight movement of general manufactures. 


Wholesale and Retail Trade.in July 


Wholesale trade in July continued at a fairly high level for 
the mid-summer season. Sales of firms included in the Federal 
Reserve Board's index of wholesale distribution were about 4 
per cent larger than in June. Increases were indicated in sales 
of dry goods, clothing, and boots and shoes, while sales of meats 
and drugs were in about the same volume as in June. Sales of 
groceries, hardware and furniture were from 5 to 8 per cent 
smaller than in June. 

Compared with July a year ago, sales of the reporting firms 
were slightly smaller. Sales of dry goods, men’s clothing, boots 
and shoes, furniture, and hardware were smaller than a year 
ago, while those of groceries, meats, women’s clothing and drugs 
were larger. The largest increase, as compared with a year ago, 
was reported for sales of women’s clothing, which was due prin- 
cipally to an unusually large growth in sales of coats and suits. 

Stocks carried by reporting wholesale firms were slightly 
larger at the end of July than in June and were in about the 
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same volume as a year ago. Stocks of groceries, dry goods, 
hardware, and furniture were smaller than a year ago, while 
inventories of boots and shoes were larger. 


Changes in sales and stocks of wholesale grocers, by dis- 
tricts, are shown in the following table (increase or decrease 
(—) per cent): 

Sales: July, 1928 Stocks: July, 1928 
Federal Reserve District red with— 


1927 
United States 


= 


1 


Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 


Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 

San Francisco 


iso 
wae 


Retail trade was at a higher level in July than is usual in 
midsummer. Sales of department stores and of mail order 
houses reporting to the Federal Reserve system, after allowing 


for the usual seasonal decline, were larger than in June. The. 
Federal Reserve Board’s index of department store sales, ad- 
justed for seasonal variations, increased to 108 for July, the 
highest for any month thus far this year. 


Compared with July of last year, sales of department stores 
were 3 per cent larger and those of mail order houses 28 per 
cent larger. Sales of the different reporting chain stores, ex- 
cepting cigar and tobacco chains, were from 5 per cent to 19 
per cent larger. Rapid growth in sales of chain stores reflects 
expansion in the number of stores operated by the chain com- 
panies as well as changes in the amount of sales. Mail order 
houses are also opening chain stores and other retail stores and 
the large increase in sales of these firms reflects to some extent 
sales of these additional units. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Markets for a number of fruits and vegetables showed con- 
siderable improvement during the week ended August 29, ac- 
cording to the U. 8S. Market News Service. With most truck 
crops showing poorer condition than on August 1, total produc- 
tion may be somewhat reduced, in which event additional price 
advances may occur. 


1928 1927 
— 
Boston 
' 
| 
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The week's forwardings of sweet potatoes increased to 475 
cars. Virginia started 265, North Carolina 100, and Maryland 
40 cars. Carlot movement began in New Jersey. General con- 
dition of the cabbage crop declined during the fore part of Au- 
gust to 79 per cent of normal, as against 85 per cent a year ago. 
Virginia, New York, Colorado and Iowa were the principal 
sources of supply, and combined movement from all States in- 
creased to 390 cars. 

Apple shipments from eastern States increased rapidly to 
770 cars, while the West forwarded 235. Fresh prune move- 
ment from Oregon totaled 430 and from Washington 265 cars. 
Tomato shipments also increased to 420 cars. The week’s com- 
bined total for 28 leading products was 21,360 cars, compared 
with 18,960 the week before and 19,500 a year ago. 

Carlot movement of peaches totaled 4,160 cars for the week. 
For the corresponding period last season, the volume was only 
2,240 cars. Recent gains have been mostly in California, Wash- 
ington, Colorado, Illinois and Virginia. California points origi- 
nated 2,365 cars last week, many going to canneries. [Illinois 
was credited with 965 and Tennessee with 200 cars. Virginia, 
Colorado, and Washington each started about 125 to market. 

Pear shipments totaled 1,830 cars. California's output de- 
creased to 755 cars; Washington and Oregon each started about 
450 to market, and Colorado shipped 75 cars of pears. New 
York State was becoming quite active. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Aug. Aug. Aug. Total this Total last Total 

19- 12-18 21- season to seasonto last 
Commodity 1928 1928 1928 Aug. 25 Aug. 27 season 
1,007 673 897 6,543 6,082 93,166 
ie 771 370 729 3,839 3,773 44,492 
236 203 168 2,704 1,269 48,674 
256 376 18,751 16,914 39,040 
46 20 (a) 5,334 (a) 6,646 
36 12 44 65 102 9,048 
17 48 4 2,664 1,460 1,460 
126 119 58 4,384 3,764 4,149 
Mixed deciduous fruits 611 431 462 4,256 3,708 6,407 
Mixed vegetables ....... 640 671 784 24,478 26,074 35,¢°5 


Plums and prunes ..... 


String beans ........... i 15 16 5.961 54460481 
Tomatoes 419 241 263 22520 23,245 82,626 
(a) Unavailable 


“Safety First Foods.” 


That the British viewpoint regarding canned foods is un- 
dergoing a change—and one that will prove of great benefit to 


4,162 3,486 2,239 42,162 20,273 41,503 
; Pears , 1,828 1,930 1,791 10,843 8,740 18,712 
Peppers 32 41 26 2,711 1,985 2,824 
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the canning industry—is indicated by an article in the Notting- 
ham Post for August 11, which discusses the British housewife's 
dilemma during the exceptionally hot weather that visited Eng- 
land this summer. The article says: 


“In recent years heat waves have been so infrequent in this 
country that it is well to emphasize some of the lessons of the 
recent drought. Epidemics of para-typhoid and other mysteri- 
ous diseases have served to emphasize the importance of keep- 
ing fresh our food supplies. 

“The housewife was faced, during the heat spell, with the 
fact that she had to do her shopping, not on the usual lines of 
economy and variety alone, but also with an eye to a new factor. 
It was essential that her purchases should keep fresh during 
the hot weather. 


“The mysterious cases of sickness and poisoning reported 
from all parts of the country underlined the real danger of 
tainted food. Many housewives wiic were anxious to purchase 
“safe” food for their families were at their wits’ end. They did 
not know what they ought to buy, well aware, as they must have 
been that meat, unless it is immediately cooked, is apt to go 
wrong, while fowls or fish are even more susceptible to climatic 
conditions. 


“Fortunately, canned foods provided a solution which re- 
lieved innumerable harassed housewives of these embarrass- 
ments. For this there are various sound practical and scientific 
reasons. The Pure Food Acts now make it illegal to use pre- 
servatives in food or to employ any colouring matter, so that 
all canned foods are packed absolutely unadulterated. Some 
firms had always maintained this standard; now, all are com- 
pelled to make it a rule. 


“Once any foodstuff, whether it be meat, chicken, fish, fruit, 
vegetables or sauces, has been carefully canned by up-to-date 
methods, it is not affected by changes in the weather. Fresh 
meat or fish rnay go bad in a few hours during a heat wave, but 
canned food, at the moment of the container being opened, is 
always the same as it was when it was packed. It cannot de- 
teriorate while it remains hermetically sealed. This is the 
secret of its safety in hot weather. 


“Thus, if the housewife, in obtaining her supplies, buys 
only the products of the best firms, in quantities suited to the 
number of her family, she is certain of having food in the best 
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condition. for it comes out of the tin or jar perfectly fresh, 
while the many different sizes of containers on the market en- 
able her to confine the amount of her current purchases to such 
quantity as can be used immediately in her household.” 


Production of Canned Milk in July 

Reports received by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
from manufacturers of condensed and evaporated milk indicate 
that the July production was considerably below that of the 
previous month and of the same month last year. The decrease 
in July compared with the same month in 1927 was about 14 
per cent. 

Stocks on hand on August 1 amounted to 231,596,871 pounds. 
While this is a fair-sized reserve supply, it is lighter than the 
stocks on August 1 in either 1926 or 1927. It is about 7,000,000 
pounds below the five-year average for August. Perhaps the 
most interesting feature of the stocks situation is that a good- 
sized decrease has occurred from July to August. This is an 
unusual development having occurred only once since 1920. It 
is apparently a reflection of the’ active demand, together with 
the decrease in production. In this connection it is interesting 
to note that unsold stocks are reported as 29 per cent lower than 
a year ago. 

Total exports in July amounted to 8,191,065 pounds, com- 
pared with 9,042,050 last year. The total for the year to date 
remains ahead of 1927, with exports this year of 71,717,288 
pounds against 66,653,195 a year ago. 


Reconsideration of Florida Fruit Rates Asked 


Western railroads have petitioned the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to postpone the effective date of its order prescrib- 
ing a revision of freight rates on oranges and grapefruit from 
Florida and to grant a reopening and reconsideration of the 
rates to points in Western Trunk Line Territory. 


Foreign Trade Notes 


New fruit juice industry in Porto Rico.—Surplus juice re- 
sulting from the canning of grapefruit and pineapples is being 
used in Porto Rico as a raw product from which a fruit powder 
is formed, according to the Assistant Trade Commissioner at 
San Juan. The process is similar to that used in making milk 
powder. The final product is intended for use in bakery prod- 
ucts in place of liquid flavoring extracts. 
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